












WWeather plays a huge role in the 

work of a custom harvester. Bad 

weather can change everything, 

ruining all plans for a productive 

harvest day. Unfortunately, nasty 

weather can also cause havoc to a 

company’s operation and create 

dangerous working conditions.       

J & H Harvesting, a custom 

harvest business from Montana, 

saw first-hand what a strike of 

lightning can do this past August, 

resulting in serious consequences.

pitch in more and put in extra-long days to 
get the work done. They hired extra help 
when needed. They continued with their 
work, some even up here in Canada, but 
always had the healing of these two young 
men in the back of their minds. We gladly 
report that the boys are doing well and the 
prognosis looks good. Both have been 
hugely supported by their families back in 
Denmark and their custom harvesting 
family.

This incident certainly brings to the 
forefront the importance of safety when it 
comes to weather conditions. Custom 
harvesters know that weather is a 
prominent occupational hazard, especially 
the dangerous force of a lightning strike on 
a piece of equipment. Though most of you 
already know the importance of letting 
your crews know of the danger, we 
thought this might be a good reminder to 
take heed of the steps that can be taken to 
prevent injury. 

On August 17th, two of their crew 
members, Niels and Daniel, who had 
emigrated from Denmark to the United 
States to custom harvest, were cleaning 
out some of the machinery at J & H 
Harvesting’s home base under open skies. 
There was no rain in sight and barely any 
sign that severe weather was on its way. 
Suddenly and without warning, lightning 
struck the machine they were both on, and 
both of them were severely injured. They 
were immediately brought to the local 
hospital and later flown to a burn unit in 
Colorado. Niels received burns to 40% of 
his body; Daniel had burns to 15% of his 
body but has lost some of his toes in the 
process. Both had to undergo multiple 
surgeries and both are still recovering in a 
rehabilitation centre in Colorado.

The folks at J & H Harvesting were 
devastated by the injuries sustained by 
these two young men, and were suddenly 
faced to deal with two less workers during 
a peak time. The rest of the crew had to 



Bumbleberry Cobbler
Submitted by Marilyn Kuntz

1 cup flour
½ cup sugar
1½ tsp. baking powder
½ tsp. ground cinnamon
½ tsp. salt

2 large eggs, fork-beaten

Four Grain Soup
Submitted by Bonny Hamm

1 tbsp. canola oil
1 tbsp. butter
1 onion chopped
2 carrots diced
1 tsp. dry thyme
1/3 cup lentils
1/3 cup wheat seeds
1/3 cup pearl barley
1/3 cup wild rice
6 cups chicken stock
1 can of chopped tomatoes
Salt and pepper
Optional: add chunks of
farmer sausage


